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The year so far has been good to all at SanWild.  We had great rains early in the year and this has 

resulted in absolutely superb veldt conditions. For our animals this ideal veldt conditions has resulted in 

lots to eat for everyone; especially kudu and waterbuck that are normally the 1st animals to suffer in 

drought conditions. 



Taking about warthogs; we have rescued, hand raised and rehabilitated a number of warthogs this 

year.  An adult warthog female was spotted on a nearby farm with a steel pipe around her one front leg; 

if it was not removed she would eventually loose her leg and possibly die a horrible death. For three 

days we put out food for the warthog family and gradually the large female grew accustomed to the 

presence of people and could be darted to remove the steel pipe.  She was reunited with her family the 

next day.



Most of the orphaned baby warthogs arrived as a result of their mothers being slaughtered by poachers

or after they have been injured. At SanWild the orphans are put in the care of Rebecca, well known and 

much loved staff member.  Rebecca is mother to numerous baby wild animals, but warthogs remain her 

favourites.  Rebecca spends her days washing and cleaning the young ones blankets, bandages and 

ensure that hungry tummies are kept nice and full.

Rebecca washing the blankets of the baby warthogs while they spend time playing around “Mama 

Rebecca” quite content with their lives.

Injured young warthog with pretty severe injuries, but eventually she managed to pull through.



Sadly poaching remains a huge problem and many wild animals are massacred in the most horrible 

ways imaginable every year.  I guess this is a problem that will be experienced in an increasing manner 

as human populations in Africa continue to grow.  

Radon and Vlooi playing at the Rehab Centre.



To help protect the SanWild animals against the increasing onslaught of ruthless poachers, we have 

teamed up with the Wildlife Protection Academy to recruit, train and deploy highly trained counter 

poaching rangers in the reserve and also on adjoining farms.  We believe it is essential to stop the 

poachers and the “front gate” instead of waiting for them to climb through the “bedroom window” first.  

For more in the Wildlife Protection Academy please visit their website at 
http://www.specialisedwildlifeacademy.co.za/

In South Africa subsistence poaching (for 

food mainly) has been replaced by 

poaching syndicates; some of them highly 

sophisticated, that supply wild animals to a 

very lucrative bush meat trade and illegal 

rhino horn to smuggling rings . 

In the case of rhinos; poaching has 

spiralled out of control with 149 rhinos 

(both black and white) killed in South Africa 

on private land and national parks this year

alone.  This number already far exceeds 

the total number of rhinos poached in 

South Africa in 2009.  The poaching of 

rhinos is Zimbabwe by unethical South 

African hunters and hunting outfitters is 

also increasing with weapons fitted with 

silencers being supplied to ruthless 

poachers.  In recent media reports it was 

stated that hunting rifles stolen during cruel 

farm attacks on especially elderly people, 

are used by poachers to kill rhinos.

On our Notice Board at www.sanwild.org

we post regular media articles about the 

increasing poaching situation in South 

Africa.  Please do visit our website for 

regular updates.  You can also visit 

www.sanwild.com for regular updates.



For those of you who have always wanted to get hands on involved, SanWild can now offer you a 

unique opportunity to be trained as a counter poaching ranger on the following basis.  

 Recruits pay for their own training at the Wildlife Protection Academy.

 Recruits that successfully pass the practical and theoretical exams will be given the opportunity 

to be deployed in the reserve on a volunteer basis to help combat poaching.  

 Volunteer rangers pay for their own kit.

 Accommodation, food and a small monthly allowance is supplied.  

 Volunteer counter poaching rangers will be appointed on a 3-12 months basis and will be given 

ample time to explore the rest of South Africa.  

 Permanent employment contracts will be offered to volunteer rangers suited to the job after a 3 

months deployment period.

 SanWild will reimburse rangers for their kit once appointed on a permanent basis.

To get forms to enrol and to find out more information please email Louise Joubert on 

louise@sanwild.org . Corporate sponsorship to help train local South Africans will be appreciated and is 

fully tax-deductible as SanWild is a registered PBO (Public Benefit Organisation).



Every year a wide range of birds need our help and fortunately many of them are given a 2nd chance 

and can be returned to the wild successfully.

As a small hatchling this beautiful glossy 

starling was picked up by some 

construction workers that were clearing a 

building site.  He was brought to SanWild 

for hand raising and was eventually 

released back to the wild.

These birds prefer thorn veldt, mixed 

woodland and suburbia where they are 

common residents.

This young guinea fowl chick was picked 

up along a road with two broken legs.  It is 

suspected that the young bird had possibly 

flown into a wire fence and that the impact 

of the collision had broken both its legs.

  

It was initially treated with anti-biotics to 

help fight off a serious infections.

After surgery and three months in the 

rehab centre the bird was released into the 

reserve to join up with the many other 

guinea fowl already living in the SanWild 

Wildlife Sanctuary.



A number of fish eagles have arrived at 

SanWild over the years for treatment and 

eventual release.  Fortunately we only lost 

two birds over the years.  This one, named 

Firefly was one of the lucky birds that 

survived a serious poisoning.

In addition to having a diagnostic call 

African fish eagles are unmistakable with 

their white head and breasts, chestnut belly 

and forewings, black and chestnut under 

wings and white tail.  The sexes are alike, 

but the female is a much larger bird.  The 

birds prefer large rives, lakes and dams.  

They are also found in coastal areas where 

they hunt in estuaries and lagoons.

This black headed heron was found the 

reserve close to the hippo dam unable to 

walk or fly.  The only injury to the bird was 

its one foot that was badly swollen.  We 

suspected a broken foot but not much 

could be done and it had to be left alone to 

heal by its self.  The heron is still in the 

rehab centre recuperating from where it will 

eventually be released back to the wild.

A number of hadeda ibis chicks are hand 

raised every year and it is always nice to 

see them return to the rehab centre or 

camps to feed on the lawns in the gardens.  

To date our record number of these chicks 

hand raised in a single season is 18.  

Hadedas ibis are stunning and beautiful 

creatures. The birds are common residents 

in urban gardens and can survive in a 

diverse habitat.



Two cheetahs were photographed in the reserve earlier this month.  We are not sure yet if they will 

choose to stay in the reserve as cheetahs have large roaming areas and have come and gone since 

the inception of the SanWild Wildlife Sanctuary.  If only one could convey to them that inside the 

perimeter fences of the reserve they are safe and are welcome to stay.  Their unexpected arrival again 

highlighted the need for urgent perimeter fence upgrades that would mean that once inside, the 

cheetahs will not be able to leave the reserve again and at least then we can afford them better 

protection.  In our immediate area cheetahs, like leopards have been wiped out systematically as 

vermin by hunters, livestock and game breeders.

The SanWild leopards have been pretty well-behaved.  Since an alleged attack on a young calf on a 

neighbouring farm, the leopards have chosen to mostly hunt in the reserve.  The young calf made a full 

recovery.



Two of the elephant bulls, Umfomo and Bukisa on the other hand have been pretty mischievous and 

both came into musth during June.  Umfomo’s mood changes were responsible for some hair raising 

moments, but fortunately it seems that both their moods have greatly improved during the last two 

weeks. 

The elephants were relocated to SanWild in 2006 after a massive rescue operation was launched to 

rescue them from an imminent culling operation in the Thukela Biosphere Reserve that disbanded as a 

result of the South Africa government’s land restitution program.  The new owners made it very clear 

that elephants were not welcome on their land.  Since their rescue SanWild has worked around the 



clock to help the alleged “problem elephants” adjust to a new life in the sanctuary by making them feel 

welcome and safe.  The small herd adjusted well and have truly made SanWild their new home.  This 

could never have been achieved without the dedication of our staff and the commitment of our trust that 

have also chosen to fight to overturn an open cast mining permit that could potentially spell disaster for 

the elephants welfare should mining go ahead in the reserve.

Fortunately with the help of a small group of supporter, donors and the help of the good Lord we have 

thus far successfully managed to prevent the miners to commence mining activities.  Our application to 

the High Court of South Africa to overturn the mining permit is set down for October this year.

Andre Grobler, one of our trustees and also the reserve manager has finally managed to grade and 

improve many of our roads and it is truly a pleasure to drive on the roads now.  It has been a tedious 

and hard job grading the roads and Andre spent up to 9 hours a day on our old tractor with a small 

grader.  We will definitely be adding a tractor to our wish list to Father Christmas this year.

The SanWild lion prides are doing well and with the financial support of the Humane Society 

International and the Foundation Brigitte Bardot we have managed to keep the prides going and well 

fed.  However there are still a number of months to go and we would greatly appreciate your continued 

financial support for their care and upkeep. For more history on our lion prides please visit our website 

http://www.sanwild.org SUCCESS STORIES / ARCHIVE / SANWILD LION PRIDES.



While our lions that were all rescued from South Africa’s infamous canned lion hunting industry are 

given sanctuary for life, there are many captive lions in South Africa still awaiting their death at the 

hands of cruel and unethical hunters.  The hunting of captive bred lions is an ongoing, but shameful 

industry and during the last financial year just over 1200 lions died a cruel death at the hands of 

hunters.  The Cites export permits shows that many of the lion trophies were exported to America, 

Vietnam and a number of other countries.

Despite repeated promises from the South African government to stop the hunting of captive bred lions, 

the industry is alive and well and continues to supply an ever growing market for lion trophies and 

bones to China for the manufacture of lion wine (a replacement for Tiger Wine).

SOME LION RESCUES AND VETERINARY PROCEDURES



Lion being tested for TB and feline 

aids.

Lion being anestitised for a 

vastectomy.



Wild lion captured for relocation 

after her pride was shot by 

conservation officials

Keep your fingers out 

of  the sleeping lion’s 

mouth is essential  –

working with lions can 

be “extremely 

dangerous” especially 

to those sleep “on the 

job”.

Should you be injured 

the vet will do the 

operation to “save your 

life”

No medical doctors 

here unfortunately.



All donations towards feeding the SanWild lions are greatly appreciated and as a small gesture to show 

our appreciation all donations received for our lions will qualify for our month end lucky draw in which a 

donor can win a week’s free accommodation at SanWild (fully inclusive) for two people.  All you need to 

do to get our name entered into a monthly lucky draw is made a donation (any amount) to feed the 

SanWild Lions.  Please make sure to notify us of your donation unless it has been made on-line with 

your credit card.

On line donations can be made on either of our websites.  Donations can also be made by means of

internet banking transfers or direct deposits can be made into our trust account at ABSA Tzaneen. 

Account number 9111221180, Branch Code 334349. The swift code for international transfers is 

ABSAZAJJ. For more information please email louise@sanwild.org Contact telephone numbers +27 (0) 

15-3187900/1 or +27 (0) 83-310-3882.

To view photographs of our Savannah Private Bush Camp please visit our websites at www.sanwild.org

or www.sanwildexperience.com

MORE ANIMAL RESCUE PHOTOGRAPHS

Donate and win a weeks free holiday for two people.



Orphaned waterbuck calf

Released brown hyena being treated for ticks



Brown hyenas in the reserve after release

Injured bushpig being exrayed for broken leg.



For some, the call for help sadly comes too late.  Like this female African rock 

python electrocuted on a game fence.



Young vervet monkey attacked by wild troop.



Young hand raised and confiscated caracal being released



Genets being hand raised and rehabilitated for release back to the wild.



END

Black backed jackal hit by motor vehicle being rehabilitated



The SanWild Wildlife Trust would like to thank you 
for your continued support.  Should you choose to 

unsubscribe from this newsletter please email us on 
sanwild@pixie.co.za


